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ABSTRACT 

This annual report examines trends in Scholastic 
Assessment Test (SAT) data for Maryland vis-a-vis national trends. 
Major findings include the following: (1) composite SAT scores for 
Maryland students trail the national average for the first time since 
1982; (2) composite SAT scores of African-Americans in Maryland have 
consistently trailed those of whites; (3) composite SAT scores of 
African-American men in Maryland fell seven points, with all of the 
drop being in the math portion of the test, while scores of 
African-American women, and well as those of white men and women, 
increased; (4) Maryland women have gained ground vis-a-vis men on 
both verbal and math SAT scores; and (5) the percentage of Maryland 
students planning to major in health fields has risen sharply, while 
the proportion intending to study business has fallen. Additionally, 
tables provide SAT trend data for: Maryland versus national scores 
overall; Maryland versus national scores by gender; Maryland versus 
national scores by race; for African-Americans versus whites; by race 
and gender; for the Mid-Atlantic region; by high school class rank; 

(7) by intended major; trends in intended major for Maryland 
college-bound seniors; and trends for college-going students who took 
rigorous levels of high school preparation. (CH) 
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consistently trailed those of whites by a wide margin, both in Maryland and nationally. This gap has not shrunk in Maryland during 
the past 10 years and only slightly nationwide. The inability of African-Americans in Maryland to reduce the difference with whites 
has been due to the performance of men. The composite scores of African-American men in Maryland have fallen by 17 points since 
1987, while those of African-American women have risen by 17. 
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Maryland students who indicated that they planned to major in mathematics, physical and biological sciences, humanities, foreign 
languages, and engineering have continually scored above the state average on the SAT. Those intending to study mathematics and 
the physical sciences have had the highest scores. Students who reported plans to major in business, education, computer science, 
health and agriculture have consistently trailed the average. 
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Composite SAT scores of Maryland students trail the nationa 
average for the first time since 1982. 
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The composite SAT scores of African-Americans in Maryland 
have consistently trailed those of whites, and the gap has not 
narrowed. 
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The composite SAT scores of African-American men in 
Maryland fell seven points in the past year, with all of the drop 
coming on the math portion of the test. The scores of African- 





The percentage of Maryland students planning to major in 
health fields has risen sharply, while the proportion of those 
who intend to study in business has fallen. 
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Trends in SAT Scores of College-Going Students 

By Gender 
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Trends in Intended Major of Maryland 
College Bound Seniors 
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